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New Government Publications 
 
This is a list of government guidance, consultation papers, etc, on topics relevant to our members, published in the 
previous week. They are all on the web and the web addresses were checked on the Wednesday preceding the date of 
this Bulletin. 
 

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
 
Business rates boost for broadband (news release) 

New boost to rogue landlord crackdown (news release) 

 

 
Department for Education 
 
600,000 graduates to benefit from financial milestone (news release) 

 

 
HM Treasury 
 
Cash boost for families as tax cuts come into effect today (news release) 

 

 
Scottish Government 
 
Fintech investment reaches £37m: Economy Secretary reinforces strength of Scotland's Fintech sector (news release) 

New progressive tax system takes effect: More than two thirds of taxpayers to pay less under new system (news release) 

Strengthening family food support: Increased allowance and new changes to Welfare Foods Scheme (news release) 

Code of Conduct for Councillors 

Welfare Foods - a consultation on meeting the needs of children and families in Scotland 

Extra £10 million for road maintenance: assistance for councils following extreme weather (news release) 

 

 
Northern Ireland Executive 
 
Consultation on amendments to the Fire and Rescue Services (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/business-rates-boost-for-broadband--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-boost-to-rogue-landlord-crackdown
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/600000-graduates-to-benefit-from-financial-milestone
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cash-boost-for-families-as-tax-cuts-come-into-effect-today
https://news.gov.scot/news/fintech-investment
https://news.gov.scot/news/new-progressive-tax-system-takes-effect
https://news.gov.scot/news/strengthening-family-food-support-1
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00533946.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00533952.pdf
https://news.gov.scot/news/extra-gbp-10-million-for-road-maintenance
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-amendments-fire-and-rescue-services-northern-ireland-order-2006
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Welsh Government 
 
Residential care savings limit increases in Wales (news release) 

More than £4m to promote and facilitate the use of Welsh (news release) 

Tackling avoidance of non-domestic rates in Wales (consultation) 

Refugee and asylum seeker health (consultation) 

 

 
Back to contents 

 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-social-services/2018/limit-increases/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/welshlanguage/2018/more-than-4m-to-promote-and-facilitate-the-use-of-welsh/?lang=en
https://beta.gov.wales/tackling-avoidance-non-domestic-rates-wales
https://beta.gov.wales/refugee-and-asylum-seeker-health
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Government, politics and public administration 
 

Anon. Ref No: B50331 

Steps towards becoming a data driven organisation: a UKAuthority briefing note from Data4Good 
2017 
UKAuthority 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/W7zR30j4C2I) 

2018     Pages: 15 Publisher’s price: na  

Reports on the key findings from speaker and discussion sessions at Data4Good, an event organised by UKAuthority to 
bring together government data specialists and IT representatives from industry to discuss how the public sector can 
harness data to improve their organisations and communities. Considers that local authorities need to work in a more 
cohesive way to integrate the data held on their disparate systems and combine it with information from other 
organisations. Discusses the infrastructure requirements of a system where data can be stored and shared and the risks 
involved in sharing personal data. Describes the potential impact of the new EU General Data Protection Regulation 
coming into force in May 2018 and the Digital Economy Act 2017. Highlights that exploiting data to the full will not be an 
easy task, but that it is essential public sector data is used for the public good. 
 
 
Loopstra, Rachel; Lambie-Mumford, Hannah; Patrick, Ruth Ref No: B50352 

Family hunger in times of austerity: families using food banks across Britain 
Sheffield Political Economy Research Institute (SPERI) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/zkZD30j9lGG) 

2018     Pages: 12 Publisher’s price: na  

Looks at the characteristics of families with children who are using food banks. Uses data from a survey of families using 
24 Trussell Trust food banks. Describes the characteristics of households using food banks and examines whether 
households with children are more vulnerable to needing to use food banks. Explores the risk factors for food bank use 
among families with children, including their economic vulnerability, vulnerability to rising costs of living, and prevalence of 
disability and health conditions. Considers the prevalence of food insecurity among households with children using food 
banks. Finds that: families with dependent children are more likely to use food banks; families with three or more children 
are particularly vulnerable; households with children using food banks were more likely to be working than households 
without children; couple families with children were more likely to be facing a double-burden of childcare and ill-health; 
families with children particularly suffer when costs of living rise; parents who use food banks are experiencing high levels 
of both acute and chronic food insecurity. Concludes that the continued emphasis on conditionality and reducing 
entitlement levels in social security provision means that children in families will be made even more vulnerable in the 
years to come. 
 
 
Spear, Stuart Ref No: A61562 

Loss of knowledge (local authority pest control services), IN Environmental Health News, Vol 33 No 3 
Apr 2018, pp14-16 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 3   

Looks at the challenges facing local authority pest control services, and the ways in which they might respond to retain 
skills and build capacity. Indicates that many local authorities have reduced or externalised pest control services despite 
many new challenges being presented. Highlights the approach of Lancaster City Council in setting up a new commercial 
arm to bring in more revenue to protect residential pest control services, suggesting that councils more widely need to 
think about ways to retain skills and build capacity. Discusses two new challenges presented to pest control departments: 
rodents developing resistance to anti-coagulant poisons; and new invasive pests such as the brown dog tick and Asian 
tiger moth mosquito arriving in the UK. 
 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50331
http://ow.ly/W7zR30j4C2I
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50352
http://ow.ly/zkZD30j9lGG
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61562
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Durrant, Tim; Stojanovic, Alex; Lloyd, Lewis Ref No: B50339 

Negotiating Brexit: the views of the EU27 
Institute for Government 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/1Xdb30j62jB) 

2018     Pages: 57 Publisher’s price: na  

Looks at the interests of member states in the future relationship between the European Union (EU) and the UK. Uses 
data on trade, migration and public opinion, as well as public statements from governments and others, to assess where 
member states’ interests differ or align with each other. Considers that by recognising the interests of the 27 member 
states (EU27) that the UK, going into phase two of Brexit negotiations, can strengthen its relationship with its potential 
allies. Discusses key findings including that: the EU27 have concerns other than Brexit such as budget negotiations and 
Russian aggression in Eastern Europe; member states approach to Brexit will be affected by their domestic politics; that 
most member states will support a close trading relationship, but not at any price; and that the UK is an important security 
partner. Considers that different groups of member states are likely to take different approaches to negotiations. Profiles 
each of the EU27 including information on: the main countries they trade with; the top export sectors to the UK; EU 
political weight; free movement of people; and details of their current governments. 
 
 
Anon. Ref No: A61560 

Should we have a basic income?, IN Labour research, Vol 107 No 4 Apr 2018, pp13-15 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 3   

Looks at the key issues around the introduction of a universal basic income (UBI). Indicates that a UBI is a regular 
payment from the state to all citizens regardless of their circumstances, and outlines the way in which it would work. 
Discusses concerns about the impact of UBI on the labour market and the delivery of public services, and indicates that 
trade unions have mixed views about its potential benefits. Suggests that trade unions have other more important priorities 
in the short term and that UBI is seen more as a long term goal. Indicates that UBI pilots have been established across the 
world, highlighting positive impacts in trials in India and Canada, and suggests that UK unions will be watching 
experiments in Finland and Scotland particularly closely. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Equalities and diversity 
 

Anon. Ref No: B50342 

The future of the Social Mobility Commission: second report of session 2017–19 (HC 866) 
The Stationery Office (TSO) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/qzFn30j5X00) 

2018     Pages: 16 Publisher’s price: na  

Discusses the future of the Social Mobility Commission, an independent statutory body which was set up to assess 
progress towards improving social mobility in the UK and promote social mobility in England. Explains that the report was 
informed by an evidence session with Alan Millburn (former Chair of the Commission) and two of his fellow 
Commissioners all of whom had resigned from their roles in December 2017. Describes the changes the Education 
Committee consider should be made to the Commission including that it should be given powers to publish social justice 
impact assessments and to give advice proactively to Ministers on how to improve social justice in England. Recommends 
that the name of the Commission should be changed to the Social Justice Commission. Suggests that there should be a 
new body set up inside the Government to act on the recommendations of the Commission and implement solutions. 
 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50339
http://ow.ly/1Xdb30j62jB
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61560
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50342
http://ow.ly/qzFn30j5X00
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Mott, Helen Ref No: B50365 

Exploring the economic impact of Brexit on women 
Women's Budget Group 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/8OKB30jaQUv) 

2018     Pages: 18 Publisher’s price: na  

Examines the possible impact of post-Brexit trade deals on women as workers, consumers and users of public services. 
Uses an analytical framework developed to assess the gendered impacts of trade agreements. Describes the possible 
Brexit models including: staying in the Single Market – ‘the Norway model’; the customs union only – ‘the Turkey model’; a 
free trade deal – ‘the Canada model’; and the no deal – ‘World Trade Organisation rules’. Considers the impact of a no 
deal ‘hard Brexit’ on UK GDP. Assesses the impact of Brexit on employment opportunities for women. Suggests that if the 
economy shrinks this may lead to job losses, particularly in sectors that are heavily dependent on trade with the EU (e.g. 
clothing, textiles); and legislation protecting equality and workplace rights for women may be vulnerable to change in the 
future. Considers the impact of Brexit on women as users of public services. Suggests that the projected downturn in GDP 
may result in further cuts to government spending which will have disproportionate impact on women, especially the most 
vulnerable and victims of violence. Argues that consumer rights and protection could be affected by trade deals with non-
EU countries, and household incomes might fall after Brexit. Recommends that the government ensure that equality 
impact assessments of different possible trade agreements with the EU and non-EU countries are carried out and used to 
inform decisions on which trade deals to pursue. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Business and economy 
 

Savouri, Savvas Ref No: A61532 

Far from our darkest hour (implications of Brexit for UK financial services), IN Holyrood, (Countdown 
to Brexit, Mar 2018 Supplement), pp18-19 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 2   

Discusses the implications of Brexit for the UK’s financial services industry. Outlines that for some working in the UK’s 
financial services industry, Brexit is rich with opportunity. Discusses the role of the UK as a financial partner across the 
EU27. Discusses implications for Scotland, using higher education as an example. Argues that Brexit will accelerate the 
divergence of Scotland’s economy from the rest of the UK, but also dramatic changes more widely, including London 
being rivalled by other areas of England as economic growth centre. Argues that the UK and Scotland is on the cusp of 
becoming a mosaic of differentiated economic management. 
 
 
Kirkaldy, Liam Ref No: A61531 

Thanks for all the fish (implications of Brexit for Scottish fishing), IN Holyrood, (Countdown to Brexit, 
Mar 2018 Supplement), pp16-17 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 2   

Discusses the implications of Brexit on the Scottish fishing industry. Outlines that the UK will leave the Common Fisheries 
Policy (CFP) in March 2019 and will return the UK to act as a coastal state. Includes comments from the Scottish Fishing 
Federation which comments on the role of the CFP with Brexit offering further opportunity outside this. Includes comments 
from environmental groups RSPB Scotland and Open Seas, who consider the CFP to bring environmental progress. 
Discusses the implications of a UK fisheries bill for Scotland. 
 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50365
http://ow.ly/8OKB30jaQUv
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61532
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61531
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Airey, Jack; Fyans, Joe Ref No: B50358 

The delivery of an industrial strategy: raising prosperity across England 
Localis 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/hsQV30j9mS2) 

2018     Pages: 108 Publisher’s price: na  

Explores the ways in which places can plan for the future and measure success in the context of demographic, 
technological, social and political evolution, with the aim of expanding the bounds of what a local industrial strategy can be 
in order to address a number of the country’s long-standing structural economic challenges, and outlines what places’ 
strategies should hope to achieve. Uses engagement with civil servants, those writing local industrial strategies, and local 
authorities and businesses from Essex and Kent; and draws on interviews with civic leaders and officers, an extensive 
literature review, data analysis and roundtable discussions with business boards. Outlines the starting points of a local 
industrial strategy; intelligence, limits and means to higher living standards. Presents three components of a local 
industrial strategy with potential interventions. Considers interventions through the lens of, and recommended against, real 
places. Looks at the practicalities and challenges of constructing and delivering a local industrial strategy. Sets out a list of 
recommendations for central and local government, alongside a data dashboard showing how each area is performing 
against the strategic indicators and others used in the report. 
 
 
Jameson, Heather Ref No: A61564 

Building productivity in a place (role of local authorities in delivering the industrial strategy), IN MJ, 29 
Mar 2018, pp12-13 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 2   

Looks at the role of local government in delivering the industrial strategy and economic growth. Indicates that local areas 
will have an important role in driving the delivery of the industrial strategy on the ground, suggesting that central 
government needs go further than agreeing a local industrial strategy in three areas: Greater Manchester, West Midlands 
and Oxford/Cambridge corridor. Highlights the large disparities in productivity and wage growth across the country, 
suggesting that central government needs to agree a local industrial strategy with all parts of the country. Considers the 
need for more clarity on the role of strategic authorities, and enhanced powers of economic competence and revenue 
raising. 
 
 
Malleson, Adrian Ref No: A61561 

Industry faces fundamental change (future of architectural profession), IN RIBA Journal, Vol 125 No 4 
Apr2018, pp47-48 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 2   

Considers the future of the architectural profession and wider construction industry, drawing on the work of the RIBA 
economic panel. Indicates that the impacts of Brexit, the Carillion collapse, Grenfell Tower fire and other developments 
could provide a critical turning point for architects and the wider industry. Discusses the effects of Brexit on labour, skills 
and investment in the construction sector, and on the confidence of the architectural profession. Highlights the growth of 
offsite modular construction methods, and the challenges and opportunities presented for architects. Considers the 
lessons learned from the Carillion and Grenfell Tower incidents, and resulting reforms in business models and to increase 
accountability, and their implications for the architectural profession. 
 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50358
http://ow.ly/hsQV30j9mS2
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61564
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61561
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Burton, Michael Ref No: A61565 

Metro mayors fly the flag for the regions, IN MJ, 29 Mar 2018, pp16-17 
Journal article. 

2018     Pages: 2   

Looks at the role of elected mayors for combined authorities in seeking overseas investment in their areas, drawing on 
proceedings at the 2018 MIPIM international property conference. Indicates that there was strong interest at the event in 
investing in UK regions, suggesting that devolution is creating greater certainty and assurance for investors. Describes the 
presence of elected mayors and combined authorities at the conference, highlighting some of the local economic 
development and regeneration schemes being promoted. Suggests that local authorities need to work with central 
government in order to maximise inward investment opportunities. 
 
 
Yeandle, Mark Ref No: B50369 

The global financial centres index 23 
Z/Yen 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/uSEG30jaSdC) 

2018     Pages: 45 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents the 23rd edition of the Global Financial Centres Index (GFCI). Includes evaluations of competitiveness and 
rankings for 110 major financial centres around the world. Notes that the number of financial centres in the main index has 
increased from 92 to 96 with the addition of Astana, Baku, New Delhi and Tianjin from the associate centres list. Explains 
that the GFCI was compiled using instrumental factors provided by third parties including the World Bank, The Economist 
Intelligence Unit, the OECD, and the United Nations, and financial centre assessments from an online questionnaire. 
Assesses performance in five areas of competitiveness: business environment (regulatory environment, tax); human 
capital (skills, labour market); infrastructure (ICT, transport, built environment sustainable development); financial sector 
development; and reputation (branding, attractiveness). Finds that: there is an overall increase in confidence for the 
leading centres - signs of a bias towards stronger and more established centres are evident with the top 25 centres all 
rising in the ratings; London and New York remain at the top of the rankings; Western European financial centres remain 
volatile; North American centres generally achieved improved ratings and improved their ranks; all centres in Latin 
America and the Caribbean fell in the ratings except for the Cayman Islands; and in the Middle East and Africa, only Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi increased their ratings. 
 
 
Griffiths, Hannah Ref No: B50367 

Smart city demonstrators: a global review of challenges and lessons learned 
Future Cities Catapult 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/kRyj30jaUO9) 

2018     Pages: 109 Publisher’s price: na  

Reviews smart city demonstrators in the UK and internationally. Draws on information from interviews with representatives 
and industry experts to uncover challenges, lessons learned and best practice. Explains that smart city demonstrators are 
an approach to demonstrating the value of data at city-scale. Provides a view of the global smart city demonstrator 
landscape and identifies over 150 largescale demonstrators. Includes information on demonstrators in the following 
categories: city services (parking, lighting, waste management); smart utilities (meters, grids); smart healthcare (assisted 
living, remote health, preventative health demonstrators); connected and autonomous vehicles; last mile supply chain and 
logistics (fleet management, drone delivery); and next generation connectivity and data (IoT, 5G test networks). Identifies 
trends with regards to aims, scale, funding sources and locations of demonstrators. Discusses challenges experienced by 
demonstrators in the following areas: engagement and access to assets (local authority capacity); funding, governance 
and delivery models, and intellectual property arrangements; delivery capabilities and skills; procurement; and measuring 
impact and success. Highlights innovative ways in which demonstrators have overcome the challenges. Highlights the 
need for effective knowledge-transfer mechanisms between organisations to facilitate the scaling of solutions within a city 
and the replication of demonstrators. Includes case studies: Milton Keynes; Thames Water Innovation and Smart 
Technology Network; Digital Tameside; 5G Test Bed, Brighton; Smart Kalasatama, Finland; Powermatching City 
demonstrator, Netherlands; Keele Smart Energy; Exeter City Futures; Future City Glasgow; and Manchester CityVerve. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61565
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50369
http://ow.ly/uSEG30jaSdC
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50367
http://ow.ly/kRyj30jaUO9
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Education and skills 
 

Children’s Commissioner for England Ref No: B50353 

Growing up north: look north - a generation of children await the powerhouse promise 
Children's Commissioner for England 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/kmez30j9ks9) 

2018     Pages: 52 Publisher’s price: na  

Examines what the renewed focus on the North of England over recent years through the northern powerhouse plans will 
mean for children growing up in the North today, what it will take for the northern powerhouse promise to deliver for 
northern children, and what it will offer for those that are growing up in the context of economic disadvantage. Uses focus 
groups with children; existing research, data, and longitudinal analysis based on the national pupil database, interviews 
with children and professionals; and a series of summits in the large regional centres including leading figures from local 
government, civic society, business and education. Looks at children’s life chances and career aspirations. Considers how 
children develop and progress as they grow up. Explores the provision for children within regeneration and devolution 
plans. Argues that too many children start school far behind where they should be. Finds that children from disadvantaged 
backgrounds face an education gap. Notes that more than half of the secondary schools serving the North’s most deprived 
communities are judged to be less than good. Determines that there are large numbers of children dropping out of 
education before they reach 18. Concludes that there is a lack of confidence amongst children that economic regeneration 
will mean more jobs or opportunities. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Housing 
 

Anon. Ref No: B50347 

Support for single homeless people in England: annual review 2017 
Homeless Link 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/SDFM30j7ndC) 

2018     Pages: 42 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents the tenth annual report into the level of support that is available for single, homeless people by the 
homelessness support sector in England. Outlines findings from five key data sources including survey data provided by 
accommodation providers and day centres. Explores different categories of homelessness and trends over the years 
finding that about 200,000 single people experience homelessness in England every year. Looks at the availability and 
use of homelessness services, the key characteristics of those using the services and the specific services which are 
delivered by organisations. Addresses the outcomes monitoring processes of service providers and discusses trends in 
people’s experiences in moving on from homeless services. Examines the different models and approaches that are being 
explored within the sector. Presents four case studies highlighting good practice including The Booth Centre in 
Manchester, a day centre for rough sleepers, and the New Horizons Youth Centre in London which supports young people 
in moving on from homelessness. Considers that with increasing levels of homelessness that it is important that 
investment in support for people in this situation is continued. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50353
http://ow.ly/kmez30j9ks9
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50347
http://ow.ly/SDFM30j7ndC


 
 

 

Bulletin © Idox plc Page 10 of 15  Bulletin No. 1099 
 
 

 

Planning, development and property 
 

Watts, Andrew Ref No: A61530 

Talking to machines (links between designers and contractors through digital models), IN 
Geo:connexion, Vol 17 No 3 Mar/Apr 2018, pp38-39 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 2   

Discusses the implications of strengthening the links between designers and contractors through 3D visualisation. Notes 
that the construction industry can increase productivity and quality while reducing energy consumption, lowering costs and 
saving time through strengthening these links. Uses the case study of the envelope of the KAFD Metro Station in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. Discusses flexible decision making and that using digital models to explain building techniques to 
contractors and work with them to develop and optimise strategies ca be done at an early stage to improve outcomes. 
Discusses the use of computer code which acts as the shorthand that delivers the robust instructions that solve complex 
engineering problems. 
 
 
Various Ref No: A61567 

Article 50: a year on, IN Property Week, Vol 84 No 13 29 Mar 2018, pp26, 28-31 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 5   

Looks at the impact of Brexit on the property market in the UK to date, and considers prospects for the future, drawing on 
the views of a wide range of senior industry figures. Provides 22 sets of insight and comments covering a wide range of 
issues, including: the impact on commercial and residential property markets; investor demand and pricing; local 
regeneration; the Brexit transition period; business confidence; property sector impacts; financial services; business 
relocations and job losses; housing and planning; and effects on the architectural profession. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Environment 
 

Envirotec Ref No: A61533 

Plastic not-so-fantastic (dealing with plastic waste), IN Envirotec, Mar/Apr 2018, p10 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 1   

Reviews the government and industry responses so far on how to deal with waste plastic. Notes that in recent months 
there has been a number of events which have pushed stakeholders to deal with waste plastic, including China’s refusal to 
accept waste imports at existing quality levels and the gathering outcry over ocean pollution. Outlines that the public 
recycling rate for consumer plastic is 30%. Discusses policy measures such as deposit return schemes and related 
benefits and drawbacks. Discusses consumer confusion or ignorance in regard to collection services. Discusses the issue 
of quality in regard to support for new materials and recycling innovation. 
 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61530
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61567
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61533
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Anon. Ref No: B50341 

The countryside at a crossroads: is the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 still fit 
for purpose? Report of session 2017–19 (HL paper 99) 
The Stationery Office (TSO) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/6nJ530j5XtN) 

2018     Pages: 95 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents a report on the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 in the context of changed legislation, 
forthcoming Brexit and reduced funding for Natural England. Outlines the provisions of the original Act and considers 
whether it is still fit for purpose. Discusses the potential effects of Brexit with the current EU regulations providing a 
structure of accountability and enforcement. Proposes that a new environmental body is set up to fill the governance gap. 
Discusses the role of Natural England and the changes needed to it to increase its funding, independence and capacity. 
Highlights the biodiversity ‘duty’ of local authorities and the continuing loss of bio-diversity in England. Discusses the 
Governments 25-year environment plan which seeks to address this. Considers the impact that the Commission for Rural 
Communities had, the consequences of its closure and the work of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra). Discusses green lanes and rights-of-way. Makes a series of recommendations about the needs of rural 
communities and the role of Government departments and agencies. Considers that there must be greater promotion of 
the natural environment and more recognition of the potential of rural communities and the rural economy. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Transport, infrastructure and communications 
 

Jennings, Nick et al Ref No: B50362 

Cyber safety and resilience: strengthening the digital systems that support the modern economy 
Royal Academy of Engineering 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/lAgS30jbsHF) 

2018     Pages: 48  ISBN: 9781909327382 

Discusses the importance of cyber safety and security and presents the range of challenges that need to be addressed to 
improve the cyber safety and resilience of systems and infrastructure such as the internet of things (IoT). Draws on 
information gathered from workshops on cyber safety and resilience, including a workshop on connected health devices. 
Discusses existing vulnerabilities such as poor quality components, supply chains, hardware systems, poor cyber hygiene 
and risk of cyberattacks. Examines cybersecurity strategies and the legal and regulatory environment in the UK. Looks at 
how to deal with supply chain vulnerabilities and outlines the role of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and 
the forthcoming EU Directive on security of Networks and Information Systems (NIS). Sets out the role of government, 
market-led interventions, system operators and the engineering profession in the development of stronger mechanisms 
needed to ensure that cyber safety and resilience is maintained in all applications. Suggests that: organisations need to be 
more aware of the vulnerabilities in components and other products provided by their supply chain and need to demand 
that products are ‘secure by default’; and in future, regulations must integrate safety, security and resilience and protect 
consumers. Discusses the opportunities and challenges of digitalised systems in the health sector. Highlights concerns 
over patient safety and considers how to reduce the risks. 
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Regeneration and community development 
 

Lawson, Louise; Kearns, Ade Ref No: B50366 

Food and beyond: exploring the foodbank experience 
GoWell 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/M7Wb30jaWAE) 

2018     Pages: 106 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents the findings of a survey of 23 foodbank users in Glasgow, carried out in 2017 using in-depth qualitative 
interviews. Describes the respondents’ experiences of using a foodbank and their circumstances before and after 
foodbank use. Highlights circumstances which led people to use foodbanks, for example a financial crisis, reduction in 
income, awaiting benefits, health problems, or lack of family or social networks that could provide financial or food support. 
Looks at the referrals system, access issues, location and frequency of use of foodbanks, the variety food on offer, and 
support from foodbank volunteers. Highlights participants’ concerns about using a foodbank and feelings of stigmatisation 
and embarrassment. Finds that, overall, participants appreciated the basic foodstuffs they received from foodbanks, and 
were pleasantly surprised by their treatment at foodbanks. Observes that foodbanks also helped to provide social contact 
and social and emotional support, and helped improve people’s lives. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Arts, culture and leisure 
 

Nurmi, Mary Anne et al Ref No: A61556 

Older men's perceptions of the need for access to male-focused community programmes such as 
men's sheds, IN Ageing and Society, Vol 38 No 4 Apr 2018, pp794-816 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 23   

Explores men’s perceptions of the need for men’s sheds and issues concerning access to them in Canada, a country with 
a small but growing men’s sheds movement. Notes that men’s sheds is a community programme used primarily by older 
men that originated in Australia and is well established there. Uses focus groups with men aged 55 years and older, 
including men’s sheds members and men from the community who were unfamiliar with this programme, and analysed the 
data using the framework analytic approach. Identifies two primary themes concerning: the need for male-focused 
community programmes, including the sub-themes reducing isolation, forming friendships and engaging in continued 
learning; and access to programmes, including the sub-themes points of contact, sustaining attendance and barriers. 
Suggests that in order to reduce the likelihood of isolation and increase opportunities for social engagement, exposure to 
the concept of male focused programming should begin before retirement age. Concludes that such programmes should 
be mindful of how they are branded and marketed in order to create spaces that are welcoming to new and diverse 
members. 
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Health and social care 
 

Anon. Ref No: B50337 

Children in need of help and protection: data and analysis 
Department for Education (DfE) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/GFwD30j5NSh) 

2018     Pages: 53 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents an analysis of Children in Need in England using data from the Department of Education. Defines who Children 
in Need are and reports on variations in rates between different local authorities. Explores the reasons why children are 
assessed as being in need and reports on their experiences in the care system. Assesses the school characteristics of 
Children in Need such as eligibility for free school meals and additional support needs. Looks at their school experiences 
and educational outcomes. Reports that 3% of children in England at are in need of help and protection at any one time. 
Finds that children are most likely to be assessed as in need due to domestic violence or mental health issues. Reports 
that almost half of Children in Need have special educational needs and that in general they have poor outcomes at every 
stage of their education with the gap with their peers widening throughout school and beyond. 
 
 
Gallagher, Mark Ref No: A61553 

From associations to action: mental health and the patient politics of subsidiarity in Scotland, IN 
Palgrave Communications, No 4 2018 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 11 Publisher’s price: na  

Explains that in 1979 a new mental health organisation came into being in Scotland; Glasgow Association for Mental 
Health (GAMH) and a group of patients’ social clubs called LINK clubs joined to form LINK/GAMH. Examines how the 
relationship between socioeconomic factors and mental health was understood by LINK/GAMH and how this informed the 
development of a resource centre, a rehabilitation programme and political campaigning by psychiatric patients. Focuses 
on the activities of LINK/GAMH in the 1970s and 1980s, and draws on archival evidence and oral testimony. Argues that 
the concepts of solidarity and subsidiarity were embedded in the practices of patient associations. Determines that through 
the development of relationships of solidarity and subsidiarity, across local, national and international boundaries, patient 
associations such as LINK/GAMH and their allies redefined a normative conception of the sick role, reclaiming civic 
selfhood and political agency for psychiatric patients. Concludes that solidarity and subsidiarity will continue to be 
important principles guiding practical solutions to the social and economic problems faced by those diagnosed with mental 
illness. 
 
 
Anon. Ref No: B50335 

Are we listening? Review of children and young people's mental health services 
Care Quality Commission (CQC) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/wy2Q30j5NLr) 

2018     Pages: 56 Publisher’s price: na  

Reports on the findings of a review into the services that support children and young people’s mental health in England. 
Draws on evidence gathered from interviews and focus groups in ten health and wellbeing board areas. Looks at: people’s 
experience of and involvement with care; accessing high quality care; and identifying and responding to mental health 
needs. Finds that though there are many committed people supporting those in care that the system often produces 
disjointed support. Highlights that the system is under pressure and that there are often long waiting lists, high eligibility 
criteria and gaps in service provision. Considers that person-centred approaches enable services to achieve the most 
positive outcomes. Makes recommendations as to how services can be improved by taking action at a national, regional 
and local level to reduce the complexity and fragmentation of the system. Presents several case studies of good practice 
from across the country including in South Tyneside, Walsall and Liverpool. 
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Economist Ref No: A61554 

From cradle to court, IN Economist, Vol 426 No 9084 24-30 Mar 2018, pp25-26 
Journal article. 

(Article available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/noVX30jccJu) 

2018     Pages: 2   

Looks at the growing number of children being removed from their families by the state in England. Presents the figures 
for court applications for care orders in recent years and draws comparisons with other countries. Considers the reasons 
for children being removed and explores why families find it difficult to cope. Points to the impact of cuts to council 
services. Assesses the impact of greater risk aversion following highly publicised tragedies, and examines the 
effectiveness of the risk prediction model used. Concludes by discussing some alternatives to the adversarial court system 
used for such cases in England. 
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Obtaining full-text material  
 
This bulletin contains references to online reports, books and journal articles. 
 
To access the full text of items, click on the relevant reference number and you will be taken to the full item 
details on our website (you will have to login to the website). You can then access or request documents, 
including journal articles. 
 
The URL link for online reports is given in this bulletin, or you can access them via the website.  
 
Free postal loan of books can be requested by emailing AskTheResearchTeam@idoxgroup.com or calling 
0141 574 1920. You only have to pay for return postage. 
 
 
Copyright 
 
Any journal articles obtained through our service are protected by copyright legislation. The following are NOT 
permitted, unless you have the permission of the copyright owner or of The Copyright Licensing Agency Ltd 
and save as may be permitted by statute: 
 
a) printing more than a single paper copy, which itself may not be further copied; 
b) retransmitting the article to anybody else, other than to enable a single paper copy to be printed by or for 
the individual who originally requested the item; or 
c) electronically storing any copy of the document. 
 
You can find out more about copyright from the Copyright Licensing Agency at http://www.cla.co.uk. 
 
 
Website and database access 
 
You will need a username and password to access our database online. If you haven’t already registered, go 
to http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com and click the ‘register here’ link underneath the Login button. 
 
 
 
About the Idox Information Service  
 
The Information Service specialises in resources in public and social policy and practice. It is staffed by a 
team of researchers who provide free tailored support to all members. 
 
All members of the Information Service benefit from: 

• Our online database of around 200,000 items, available 24/7 and updated daily 
• A Weekly Bulletin highlighting new reports, journal articles and books 
• Instant electronic supply of items in full text where copyright allows (otherwise loaned in hard copy) 
• Updates and personalised Alerts on specific topics of interest to you 
• Ask a Researcher – our free research and enquiry service to help you with your information needs. 
• Briefings and analysis on current and emerging issues 
• A customer support team to assist you in getting the best from the service 

 
 
Contact details  
Mon – Fri: 9.00am–5.30pm  
Tel: 0141 574 1920  
Email: AskTheResearchTeam@idoxgroup.com   
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com  

mailto:AskTheResearchTeam@idoxgroup.com
http://www.cla.co.uk/
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/
mailto:AskTheResearchTeam@idoxgroup.com
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/
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