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New Government Publications 
 
This is a list of government guidance, consultation papers, etc, on topics relevant to our members, published in the 
previous week. They are all on the web and the web addresses were checked on the Wednesday preceding the date of 
this Bulletin. 
 

Department for Education 
 
Review of post-18 education and funding: call for evidence 

 

 
Department for Work and Pensions 
 
Discretionary Housing Payments Guidance Manual 

 

 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
 
Government investment to unlock more homes across England (news release) 

£215 million boost for council homelessness services (news release) 

 

 
Scottish Government 
 
Tackling food poverty: increased funding to support children and families (news release) 

Age assessment practice guidance for Scotland: good practice guidance to support social workers, their managers and 
others involved in undertaking and contributing to age assessments in Scotland 

Renewables Obligation (Scotland): consultation on enabling additional capacity at large hydro generating stations 

Report of the Independent Advisory Group on the Use of Biometric Data in Scotland 

Tackling sectarianism: £515,000 for anti-sectarian community projects (news release) 

No one left behind: next steps for the integration and alignment of employability support in Scotland 

The Fairer Scotland Duty: interim guidance for public bodies 

The Scottish strategy for autism: engagement analysis 

Regulation of letting agents: monitoring compliance and enforcement framework 

Carers (Scotland) Act 2016 Statutory Guidance 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/he-fe-student-finance-strategy/review-of-post-18-education-and-funding-call-for-e/supporting_documents/Review%20of%20post18%20education%20and%20fundingCall%20for%20evidence.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/692240/discretionary-housing-payments-guide.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-investment-to-unlock-more-homes-across-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/215-million-boost-for-council-homelessness-services
https://news.gov.scot/news/tackling-food-poverty-1
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00532940.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00532940.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00533016.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00533063.pdf
https://news.gov.scot/news/tackling-sectarianism-4
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00533376.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00533417.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00533386.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00533335.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00533009.pdf
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Scotland: fixed penalty notices for road traffic offences (consultation) 

Early years assistance: consultation on Best Start Grant regulations 

 

 
Northern Ireland Executive 
 
Health announces £30m to tackle hospital waiting lists (news release) 

New safeguards for potential victims of domestic abuse introduced (news release) 

 

 
Welsh Government 
 
£56m programme to strengthen Wales' flood and coastal defences (news release) 

Bus grants to keep Wales moving (news release) 

£1 million to tackle period poverty and dignity (news release) 

Environment Minister announces £600,000 for new Wales Coastal Monitoring Centre (news release) 

New law to protect Welsh devolution passed by Assembly (news release) 

The Draft Legislation (Wales) Bill (consultation) 

Strengthening local government: delivering for people (consultation) 

Nation of Sanctuary - refugee and asylum seeker plan (consultation) 

 

 
Back to contents 

 

https://consult.gov.scot/gov.uk/fixed-penalty-notices/
https://consult.gov.scot/social-security/best-start-grant/user_uploads/sct02189858981-1.pdf
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/news/health-announces-ps30m-tackle-hospital-waiting-lists
https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/news/new-safeguards-potential-victims-domestic-abuse-introduced
http://gov.wales/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2018/180326-56m-programme-to-strengthen-wales-flood-and-coastal-defences/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/transport/2018/180323-bus-grants-to-keep-wales-moving/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/people-and-communities/2018/180323-tackle-period-poverty-dignity/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2018/180322-600k-for-new-wales-coastal-monitoring-centre/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/firstminister/2018/59567640/?lang=en
https://beta.gov.wales/draft-legislation-wales-bill
https://beta.gov.wales/strengthening-local-government-delivering-people
https://beta.gov.wales/nation-sanctuary-refugee-and-asylum-seeker-plan
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Government, politics and public administration 
 

Morse, Amyas Ref No: B50257 

Financial sustainability of local authorities 2018 

National Audit Office (NAO) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/H2dA30iQGZY) 

2018     Pages: 72 Publisher’s price: 10.00 ISBN: 9781786041821 

Reviews developments in the local government sector and examines whether the Ministry of Housing, Communities & 
Local Government, along with other departments with responsibility for local services, understands the impact of funding 
reductions on the financial and service sustainability of local authorities. Sets out the financial and non-financial challenges 
faced by local authorities since 2010-11 and considers how they have responded. Examines service sustainability by 
exploring changes in patterns of service spending and activity in local authorities. Assesses levels of financial pressure 
and their implications for financial sustainability in the sector. Explores whether the department and other departments are 
sufficiently informed about the risks and impacts from pressures in the sector and are managing those risks. Provides 
recommendations for the department. 
 
 
Idox Information Service Ref No: B50311 

The crowdsourced city: engaging citizens in smart cities (Ideas in practice) 

Idox Information Service 

2018     Pages: 6   

Looks at how smart cities can use crowdsourcing to engage citizens. Defines crowdsourcing as the use of technology to 
generate views, opinion, data, and money. Outlines the main benefits of crowdsourcing, highlighting that it can help to 
generate new ideas, tap into external resources (which may not exist within government), and increase engagement with 
citizens (an important requirement for public bodies). Provides guidance on how to engage the crowd, noting the 
importance of defining your problem and setting an appropriate question for citizens. Includes several examples of best 
practice, including from the Scottish Government, the Milton Keynes’ MK: Smart project, and Madrid City Council. 
Concludes that crowdsourcing provides an opportunity to harness the knowledge, experience, and energy of citizens, and 
address key city challenges such as climate change and inclusive economic growth. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Management and organisational development 
 

Abercrombie, Rob; Boswell, Katie; Thomasoo, Rosanna Ref No: B50240 

Thinking big: how to use theory of change for systems change 

New Philanthropy Capital (NPC) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/EZ3c30iNQcF) 

2018     Pages: 31 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents the results of an enquiry into whether theory of change is helpful for planning systems change in voluntary 
organisations. Explains the ‘theory of change’ methodology and how it has been used by organisations to develop and 
model complex change initiatives. Describes five rules of thumb for using theory of change for systems change: 
understand context; know yourself; think systemically; learn and adapt; and recognise change is personal. Considers that 
these rules help counteract the common pitfalls encountered when using theory of change. Presents the example of Hope 
and Homes for Children (which works to eradicate institutional care for children) as an organisation which used the five 
rules of thumb to develop national and global theories of change. Considers that theory of change can support system 
change in organisations by providing challenge and opportunities for reflection on the best way to deal with the root 
causes of social problems. 
 

Back to contents 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50257
http://ow.ly/H2dA30iQGZY
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50311
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50240
http://ow.ly/EZ3c30iNQcF
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Business and economy 
 

Kumar, Chaitanya; Klein, Bente Ref No: B50254 

Britain's trading future: a post-Brexit export strategy led by clean growth 

Green Alliance 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/Ff8o30iQQZ8) 

2018     Pages: 28 Publisher’s price: na ISBN: 9781909980990 

Sets out what a post-Brexit trade strategy, designed to benefit UK businesses in a decarbonising world, would look like. 
Looks at opportunities for future UK trade in low carbon goods and services. Discusses setting high standards for low 
carbon goods and services. Argues that the UK should make regulatory and governance decisions as follows: maximise 
trade in low carbon goods and services on the basis of maintaining high UK standards; place the Paris climate agreement 
at the heart of UK trade negotiations; ensure a stable transition period; harmonise regulation with the EU where it is critical 
for UK clean growth; agree on a framework for regulatory equivalence where complete harmonisation is not necessary; 
apply environmental principles and sustainability assessments to future trade agreements; reject a hard line on the role of 
the European Court of Justice. Concludes that, for the low carbon and renewable energy sector and all the industries it 
encompasses, regulatory alignment with the EU is preferable to alignment with the US to enable it to continue to thrive 
and expand its contribution to UK trade in future. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Employment, jobs and careers 
 

Symon, Ken Ref No: A61491 

Revolution in the way we work gathers momentum (potential impact of artificial intelligence), IN 
Scottish Business Insider, Vol 35 No 2 Mar/Apr 2018, pp27-31 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 5   

Discusses the potential impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on work. Considers how mundane and routine tasks, and 
therefore jobs that rely on these, are likely to be undertaken by machines. Reflects on the scale of the likely impact in 
terms of jobs in Scotland and what needs to be done in education to prepare people for this. Looks at the potential 
benefits economically for Scotland while pointing to the need for actions to take advantage of these and cope with the 
changes. Investigates in more detail the possibilities offered by AI in different sectors and explores how particular 
businesses are already making use of it. Points to the need for employers to prepare their staff and businesses for the 
changes. Reflects on the necessity for people to adapt their lives for the changes. Adds a short piece on the importance of 
redefining the relationship between humans and machines. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Education and skills 
 

Allen, Jerry; Clegg, Philip; Godfrey, David Ref No: A61498 

The place for entrepreneurs (university entrepreneurialism), IN MJ, 15 Mar 2018, pp14-15 

Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 2   

Discusses a partnership between University College London (UCL) Innovation, the University of Huddersfield, and think-
tank Localis, to explore what more can be done to encourage university entrepreneurial activity, its role in emerging local 
industrial strategy and its importance for local councils. Argues that, although universities contribute to one in every 
hundred new business births in the UK, many of them are doing too little. Suggests that universities should make 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50254
http://ow.ly/Ff8o30iQQZ8
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61491
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61498
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entrepreneurship a strategic priority, drawing on best practice to provide every student with the opportunity to develop 
enterprise skills, identifying and nurturing entrepreneurship across all disciplines, and enabling access to support as 
businesses grow. Places importance on partnerships between universities, local councils and local enterprise partnerships 
(LEPs). Includes case studies such as a business incubator partnership between Durham University, New College 
Durham and Durham County Council. 
 
 
CooperGibson Research Ref No: B50276 

Factors affecting teacher retention: qualitative investigation 

Department for Education (DfE) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/BguZ30iT8VK) 

2018     Pages: 56 Publisher’s price: na  

Explores issues affecting the retention of teachers, drawing on qualitative interviews with former teachers. Outlines the 
background to the research and the methodology used. Describes the findings on teachers' reasons for becoming a 
teacher and expectations of the profession. Looks at the reasons for leaving teaching, including workload, stress and ill 
health, school leadership, inflexible teaching policies, professional development and pay. Looks at the factors underlying 
the decision to leave teaching, and comparisons between teaching and the new job. Considers potential incentives to 
improve the retention of teachers, including improving in-school support and reducing workload, and looks at the likelihood 
of teachers returning to the profession. Presents a summary of key findings and conclusions covering reasons for leaving 
the profession and potential solutions to improve retention. 
 
 
Anon. Ref No: B50277 

Is too much testing bad for student performance and well-being? (PISA in focus no 79) 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/RJjY30iTmeG) 

2018     Pages: 6 Publisher’s price: na  

Considers the impact on student performance and wellbeing of excessive levels of standardised testing, drawing on 
analysis of international data. Outlines concern that conducting standardised tests too frequently can trigger anxiety in 
students and lead to poorer performance, absenteesism and reduced self-confidence. Indicates that standardised tests 
are not used as frequently as many believe, with 70% of students attending schools where standardised tests are never 
used, or only used 1-2 times a year. Suggests that student anxiety towards tests has little to do with the frequency of 
testing, and that students are less anxious about tests when they feel supported by teachers and parents.  
 

Back to contents 
 

Housing 
 

Gregory, J et al Ref No: B50248 

Homes and wellbeing: breaking down housing stereotypes 

Centre on Household Assets and Savings Management (CHASM) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/OHJe30iQzDN) 

2018     Pages: 62 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents research interrogating the assumption that home ownership is the route to a more general sense of wellbeing; 
that owners will always be happier and healthier than social renters. Uses an in-depth an online survey of social renters, 
shared owners and owner occupiers, and in-depth interviews with a sample of respondents. Finds that social renters have 
lower anxiety levels than home owners. Suggests that feelings of worthwhileness of life indicators show no significant 
difference between social renters and owner occupiers. Indicates that those who grew up in social housing aren’t 
necessarily less likely to be unemployed during their working lives. Determines that those who grew up in social housing 
before the 1980s are no less than likely than those who grew up in homes owned by their parents to be out of work; but 
this isn’t the case for younger respondents who grew up in social housing more recently. Argues that the type of home 
people live – flat or house – matters. Contends that those living in social housing are less likely to feel safe in their homes 
and also less likely to agree that most people would want a home like theirs. Concludes that there are some key 
challenges for social housing providers but social housing is not a drag on life-chances, nor does it undermine people’s 
wellbeing. 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50276
http://ow.ly/BguZ30iT8VK
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50277
http://ow.ly/RJjY30iTmeG
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50248
http://ow.ly/OHJe30iQzDN
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Shand, Fiona Ref No: B50275 

Empty homes in England 

Empty Homes Agency 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/Siz030iTcTZ) 

2018     Pages: 35 Publisher’s price: na  

Examines the numbers of empty homes in England, and what can be done to make more use of existing properties to 
meet housing needs, drawing on analysis of local authority data. Looks at the geography of long-term empty homes, 
indicating that 37 of the 53 local authorities with 1.2% of their homes long-term empty are in the North. Considers whether 
official statistics provide the full picture, highlighting limitations and exclusions. Examines trends over time, indicating that 
2016-17 saw a reversal of the downward trend in numbers of long-term empty homes. Considers the reasons why some 
homes remain long-term empty, and the ways in which community-based regeneration can help bring long-term empty 
homes back into use. Discusses what measures work in tackling long-term empty homes, explores public attitudes 
towards empty homes and provides recommendations aimed to local authorities and central government. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Planning, development and property 
 

Rolt, Amber Ref No: A61497 

Are retail parks facing an uncertain future?, IN EG, No 1811 17 Mar 2018, p29 

Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 1   

Assesses the future of the UK retail park investment market in light of a recent wave of insolvencies. Cites a new report by 
JP Morgan which notes that big-box do-it-yourself (DIY) revenues have seen multi-year declines and that sales have 
underperformed due to the slow housing market over the last five years. Reports that, despite a recovery in which housing 
market transactions grew by 30% between 2012 and 2014, the combined revenues of the main DIY players increased by 
just 3% in total. Observes that Wesfarmers’ rents for Bunnings and Homebase sites were £200 million in the year to 
February 2017, and are expected to decline to £175 million per annum as Homebase stores are closed and lower rents 
are negotiated. Identifies that Wesfarmers has a UK portfolio of around 240 locations that it could potentially exit if it 
chooses to leave the UK. Suggests that this, combined with the Toys R Us departure, could boost the overall vacancy rate 
to a concerning level. 
 
 
Muldoon-Smith, Kevin; Greenhalgh, Paul Ref No: A61484 

From property value to public value (contribution of land value to local authority funding), IN Property 
Journal, Mar/Apr 2018, pp30-31 
Journal article. 

(Article available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/xpb430iZ3Z9) 

2018     Pages: 2 Publisher’s price: na  

Looks at ways in which the value of land and real estate can better contribute to local authority funding. Suggests that 
realising the value of land and property is becoming increasingly significant to local government finance but valuation and 
taxation methods require urgent reform. Discusses the shortcomings of the Business Rate Retention Strategy (BRRS) 
introduced in 2013, including only rewarding growth generated by new property development. Argues that, rather than 
reforming BRRS, a new system needs to be constructed that values the development of existing property and incentivises 
business growth. Highlights the growing funding gap for local authorities, and outlines work at Northumbria University to 
understand how proceeds from land and property can better support the funding of future local welfare needs. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50275
http://ow.ly/Siz030iTcTZ
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61497
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61484
http://ow.ly/xpb430iZ3Z9
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Environment 
 

Marshall, Michael Ref No: A61490 

From pollution to solution (potential markets for carbon dioxide), IN New Scientist, Vol 237 No 3169 17 
Mar 2018, pp34, 36-37 
Journal article. 

 
2018     Pages: 3   

Considers whether carbon dioxide could be used for other purposes while reducing the harm of climate change in the 
process of carbon capture and use (CCU). Discusses carbon capture and storage reflecting on the problem of expense 
without any financial reward. Describes what uses carbon dioxide already has and what other possibilities there could be, 
such as plastics, fuel and building materials, and looks at the chemical processes involved. Addresses the potential 
market and compares the attitude at present to the way recycling used to be viewed. Stresses the importance of CCU 
being profitable to change attitudes, and explores what governments can do to encourage it. Concludes that CCU will not 
solve the problem of carbon dioxide emissions on its own but recycling it will make a contribution. 
 
 

Back to contents 
 

Transport, infrastructure and communications 
 

Motherwell, Suzanne Ref No: B50252 

Are we nearly there yet? Exploring gender and active travel 

Sustrans 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/Fcar30iQVFs) 

2018     Pages: 34 Publisher’s price: na  

Explores the extent of progress towards gender equality in active travel. Seeks to understand the experiences of women 
using public transport, cycling and walking in an urban setting. Draws on a literature review and a study into the 
experiences of women working and travelling in Glasgow (including data from the Glasgow Household Travel Behaviour 
Study) to inform the research. Reports on modes of transport used in Glasgow by age, income, ethnicity, ability and 
gender. Finds that men walk and cycle more than women and that their travel patterns vary. Discusses the reasons behind 
this such as: women having more complicated daily routines due to e.g. caring responsibilities; fears over personal safety 
and harassment; costs; road safety; and image issues. Considers what motivates women to walk and cycle including 
improvements to mental and physical health; making social connections; and being environmentally friendly. Discusses 
Active Travel policy in Scotland at a national and local level. Suggests that women should be considered as suppliers of 
and decision-makers in transport and not just transport users. 
 
 
Anon. Ref No: B50239 

Secure by design: improving the cyber security of consumer Internet of Things report 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/PICN30iNMBm) 

2018     Pages: 36 Publisher’s price: na  

Reports on the results of a review into the need for better security around customer internet connected products and 
associated services. Explains that the review forms part of the Government’s Digital Charter. Describes the opportunities 
and risks the Internet of Things (IoT) brings to customers noting that by 2020 there will be an estimated 20 billion internet 
connected devices worldwide. Explains the risks to the wider economy via large scale cyber-attacks launched from 
insecure IoT devices. Discusses the rights and responsibilities of consumers and manufacturers for IoT products and 
services. Sets out a Code of Practice for those developing, operating and selling IoT devices. Includes recommendations 
such as: not using default passwords; keeping software updated; and ensuring that personal data is protected. Outlines 
measures the Government will take in support of the Code of Practice including a voluntary labelling scheme ensuring 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61490
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50252
http://ow.ly/Fcar30iQVFs
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50239
http://ow.ly/PICN30iNMBm
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customers have relevant information about their products. Proposes that cyber-security training should be improved. 
Considers that industry must ensure that security is built in to products by design, taking the responsibility away from 
consumers. Discusses the need to collaborate internationally to meet the global challenge posed by the IoT. 
 
 
McAleese, Irene; Davies, Professor John Ref No: A61506 

Cycle paths (innovative bicycle lighting technology), IN Lighting Journal, Vol 83 No 3 Mar 2018, pp26-
28 
Journal article. 

2018     Pages: 3   

Looks at trials in Manchester of a sensor-enabled and connected bicycle light that improves rider safety and provides 
environmental data to assist city planners in monitoring and improving road traffic infrastructure. Outlines the development 
of the award-winning See.Sense 'Icon' bike light to 180 cyclists across Manchester as part of the CityVerve smart city 
programme. Describes the way in which data collection and sensor communication works in the bike light, enabling the 
light to flash brighter and faster in riskier traffic situations while also providing environmental feedback on road conditions 
and incidents. Considers the ways in which data from the bike lights can be integrated into road traffic infrastructure 
systems, and outlines plans to develop similar trials in Dublin and Belfast. Outlines the Manchester CityVerve project to 
develop information technology solutions for public services.  
 

Back to contents 
 

Arts, culture and leisure 
 

Anon. Ref No: B50237 

Culture is digital 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/dfig30iNLth) 

2018     Pages: 63 Publisher’s price: na  

Sets out a framework for how culture and technology can work together to increase participation and boost the capability 
of cultural organisations, bringing them into the digital age. Uses case studies from across the UK to illustrate the three 
strands of policy the Government has committed to: using digital technology to engage audiences; developing the digital 
skills of cultural organisations; and unleashing the creative potential of technology. Explores how a wider range of people 
can be reached through the use of technology. Highlights the need for digital activity to be embedded across cultural 
organisations. Outlines the three priorities to drive a Digital Culture Future Strategy: Digital Infrastructure for Culture e.g. 
digitising public collections; innovation; and collaboration and partnership. Case studies highlighted include: a live play 
developed and performed in Minecraft which was simultaneously performed on stage in Derry; the Art Fund’s use of a 
digital maturity model to understand the digital gaps it faces as an organisation; and the creation of a digital archive 
capturing the complete life-cycle of the Hull City of Culture 2017. Summarises the Government’s policy commitments 
including that over £2m of funding will be invested by the Arts Council England and the Heritage Lottery Fund to build the 
digital capacity of their sectors.  
 
Anon. Ref No: B50235 

Young people's participation in out-of-school activities 

Scottish Government 

(Research available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/KoA930iMqHB) 

2018     Pages: 6 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents the findings of an on-line survey of 348 young people, aged 8 to 26, on their participation in out-of-school 
activities. Reports that the survey, which was taken at the end of 2017, was a self-selecting sample of young people from 
all over Scotland though most were from Edinburgh, East Lothian and Midlothian. Provides data on activities participated 
in during the previous year and the frequency of participation. Reports on barriers to participation such as lack of time and 
the expense involved. Finds that most respondents had visited cultural sites or events (79%) and had participated in 
volunteering or fund-raising (67%). States that participation in sports was also high at over 60%. Reports that the most 
common reason for not participating in out-of-school activities was lack of time, reported by 27%. 
 

Back to contents 
 

http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=A61506
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50237
http://ow.ly/dfig30iNLth
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/iii/customerarea/infoservice/search.do?action=showDocument&refno=B50235
http://ow.ly/KoA930iMqHB
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Health and social care 
 

Harper, Hugo et al. Ref No: B50253 

Bite size: breaking down the challenge of inner-city childhood obesity 

Guy's and St Thomas' Charity 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/myPP30iQCD8) 

2018     Pages: 86 Publisher’s price: na  

Explores the issue of childhood obesity in inner-city London drawing on the experiences of families living there, data from 
interventions on the ground and the perspectives of experts in the field. Focuses on three main characteristics of inner-city 
settings (diversity, deprivation and urbanisation) and how these contribute to the behavioural drivers of childhood obesity. 
Presents data on childhood obesity levels highlighting the extent of the problem in London with 22% of children being 
classified as obese. Discusses how factors such as income, education and the urban environment influences the 
likelihood of childhood obesity. Presents essays on aspects of obesity including: junk food marketing; food choices in early 
childhood; the influence schools can have on obesity levels; and the factors which create an obesogenic environment. 
Reports on interventions such as that run by the Healthy London Partnership in Haringey, Hackney and Tower Hamlets to 
encourage families to eat healthily. Concludes that childhood obesity is a problem of inequality and that a broad range of 
relatively simple interventions at an individual and community level has the most potential to tackle the problem. Suggests 
three practical principles for tackling childhood obesity: design interventions for maximum impact; change the 
environment; and make healthy choices easier. 
 
 
Davidge, Sarah; Magnusson, Lizzie Ref No: B50244 

Survival and beyond: the domestic abuse report 

Women's Aid Federation of England 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/Xcxh30jbpeA) 

2018     Pages: 74 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents a review of domestic abuse support services in England and the needs of women and children using them. 
Includes data from several Women’s Aid sources and a census day and week in 2017 to inform the study. Reports 
statistics on: the number of users of the services; the ethnicity and age range of the users; and the perpetrators of the 
abuse. Discusses survivors who may be missing from the data including older people and those from ethnic minorities. 
Explores details of the needs of the service users including those related to: children; health; justice; employment; finance; 
housing; and immigration. Discusses whether the support services are meeting these needs presenting data on: different 
domestic abuse services across the country; refuge spaces available, trends in services available over time; provider type; 
funding; and staffing. Suggests that a wide range of services needs to be available across England and that at the 
moment there are gaps in this provision. Argues that insecurity of contracts and funding challenges provide a major barrier 
to provision. Concludes that there needs to be sufficient sustainable resources available for these services and redoubled 
efforts on early intervention and prevention in order to ensure all women have access to the services they require. 
 
 
Brown, Frances; Dalrymple, John Ref No: B50241 

A new way home: a personalised approach to leaving institutions 

Centre for Welfare Reform 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/p2xY30iQDta) 

2018     Pages: 71 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents a guide to leaving institutions and setting up home for those with learning disabilities or autism who display 
challenging behaviours. Reports that many such disabled people have been put into institutions for their own safety, but 
that this can lead to institutionalisation, segregation, abuse and exclusion from the rest of society. Breaks down the 
process of moving into one’s own home into five steps - from getting one’s bearings to working out what support needs to 
be put in place to live independently. Provides guidance on aspects such as how much control over day-to-day life is 
required, funding methods available, finding a house and making a support plan. Explains the use of an Individual Service 
Fund to allow some control over funds. Includes examples of useful documents such as a completed care plan and 
housing specification. Presents case studies of how a family were helped to support their disabled sons in their own home 
and of the transition support arrangements made for a man moving out of care into his own accommodation. 
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Bush, Mark (ed) Ref No: B50236 

Addressing adversity: prioritising adversity and trauma-informed care for children and young people 
in England 
Young Minds 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/LER530iO63d) 

2018     Pages: 371 Publisher’s price: na  

Presents a collection of articles, from academics, clinicians, commissioners and frontline professionals, on the impact of 
adversity and trauma on the mental health of children and young people. Reports that one in three cases of diagnosed 
mental health conditions in adulthood are directly related to adverse childhood experiences such as maltreatment, 
violence, prejudice, bereavement and having adult responsibilities. Suggests that these experiences increase a child’s risk 
of engaging in health-harming and risky behaviours such as alcohol and drug abuse. Considers evidence and analysis of 
the impact that adverse childhood experiences and trauma have on children and young people’s mental health and wider 
outcomes across the life-course. Provides insight into areas for priority focus in addressing the problem. Explores case 
studies and working examples of adversity and trauma-informed service models to identify emerging good practice from 
across England. Suggests that three urgent actions are required to address the situation: making childhood adversity and 
trauma a local commissioning priority; creating a common identification and enquiry framework for identifying mental 
health need; and investing in adversity and trauma-informed models of care. 
 
 
Peden, Jo et al Ref No: B50258 

Gender specific standards to improve health and wellbeing for women in prison in England 

Public Health England 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/oWAR30iQEXi) 

2018     Pages: 205 Publisher’s price: na  

Provides standards setting out evidence-based good practice in addressing the health and wellbeing needs of women in 
prison. Uses a literature review of current evidence and reviews this through consultation with over sixty national and 
international experts using a modified Delphi process. Describes, and explains the rationale behind, six overarching 
principles and 122 standards covering the following topics: general, health and wellbeing; mental health, self-harm and 
suicide; substance misuse; violence and abuse; sexual and reproductive health; pregnancy and families; older women; 
nutrition and diet; physical activity; weight management. 
 
 
Barlow, Jane et al Ref No: B50263 

Parents under pressure: a programme for families with parental substance misuse an evaluation of 
impact, process and cost-effectiveness 
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/jjX130iQyXC) 

2018     Pages: 72 Publisher’s price: na  

Reports on a study evaluating the effectiveness, cost-effectiveness, and user acceptability of the Parents under Pressure 
(PuP) programme for parents who were currently engaged in a substance dependence treatment service and had infants 
less than 2.5 years of age. Uses a multicentre randomised controlled trial, with a mixed-methods approach – statistical 
analysis and interviews - to data collection and analysis, conducted in seven family centres across the UK. Finds that 
parents who received the PuP programme showed reductions in scores reflecting child abuse risk, and PuP families 
showed a clinical improvement in abuse potential. Adds that there was a trend toward improvement in terms of the 
reduction in legal proceedings for the PuP group. Determines that there were statistically significant improvements in a 
number of measures relating to parents’ capacity to manage their emotions, and their overall psychological wellbeing and 
depression. Explains that high levels of satisfaction were expressed regarding the PuP programme: parents felt better able 
to manage their emotions and to use the mindfulness strategies; practitioners’ observations were consistent with these 
findings. Suggests that the practitioners were strongly supportive of the ongoing opportunity for clinical supervision as part 
of the implementation support process in PuP training. Concludes that programmes targeting parental affect regulation 
using mindfulness-based strategies impact on parental functioning and child abuse risk. 
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Crime, justice and rights 
 

Waddell, Stephanie; Jones, Naomi Ref No: B50294 

Intervening early to prevent gang and youth violence: the role of primary schools 

Early Intervention Foundation (EIF) 

(Report available on the internet at: http://ow.ly/NkuC30iUBFr) 

2018     Pages: 44 Publisher’s price: na  

Explores the role of primary schools in early intervention to prevent involvement of pupils in gangs and youth violence, 
drawing on findings from a project in the London boroughs of Lambeth and Wandsworth. Describes the problem of gang 
involvement and youth violence, the role of early intervention in prevention and an overview of the two London boroughs. 
Looks at levels of concern about gang and youth violence, and perceptions about the impact of gang and youth violence 
on pupils. Considers views on the causes of gang and youth violence, and ways of identifying and supporting vulnerable 
children. Looks at relationships between schools and wider partners, including the police and voluntary sector. Identifies 
what is working well in primary schools, the biggest challenges faced and the potential changes and solutions needed. 
Considers the implications for policymakers, and outlines further work planned in Lambeth and Wandsworth. 
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Obtaining full-text material  
 
This bulletin contains references to online reports, books and journal articles. 
 
To access the full text of items, click on the relevant reference number and you will be taken to the full item 
details on our website (you will have to login to the website). You can then access or request documents, 
including journal articles. 
 
The URL link for online reports is given in this bulletin, or you can access them via the website.  
 
Free postal loan of books can be requested by emailing AskTheResearchTeam@idoxgroup.com or calling 
0141 574 1920. You only have to pay for return postage. 
 
 
Copyright 
 
Any journal articles obtained through our service are protected by copyright legislation. The following are NOT 
permitted, unless you have the permission of the copyright owner or of The Copyright Licensing Agency Ltd 
and save as may be permitted by statute: 
 
a) printing more than a single paper copy, which itself may not be further copied; 
b) retransmitting the article to anybody else, other than to enable a single paper copy to be printed by or for 
the individual who originally requested the item; or 
c) electronically storing any copy of the document. 
 
You can find out more about copyright from the Copyright Licensing Agency at http://www.cla.co.uk. 
 
 
Website and database access 
 
You will need a username and password to access our database online. If you haven’t already registered, go 
to http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com and click the ‘register here’ link underneath the Login button. 
 
 
 
About the Idox Information Service  
 
The Information Service specialises in resources in public and social policy and practice. It is staffed by a 
team of researchers who provide free tailored support to all members. 
 
All members of the Information Service benefit from: 

• Our online database of around 200,000 items, available 24/7 and updated daily 
• A Weekly Bulletin highlighting new reports, journal articles and books 
• Instant electronic supply of items in full text where copyright allows (otherwise loaned in hard copy) 
• Updates and personalised Alerts on specific topics of interest to you 
• Ask a Researcher – our free research and enquiry service to help you with your information needs. 
• Briefings and analysis on current and emerging issues 
• A customer support team to assist you in getting the best from the service 

 
 
Contact details  
Mon – Fri: 9.00am–5.30pm  
Tel: 0141 574 1920  
Email: AskTheResearchTeam@idoxgroup.com   
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com  

mailto:AskTheResearchTeam@idoxgroup.com
http://www.cla.co.uk/
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/
mailto:AskTheResearchTeam@idoxgroup.com
http://informationservice.idoxgroup.com/

	contents
	New_Government_Publications
	Government,_politics_and_public_administ
	Management_and_organisational_developmen
	Business_and_economy
	Employment,_jobs_and_careers
	Education_and_skills
	Housing
	Planning,_development_and_property
	Environment
	Transport,_infrastructure_and_communicat
	Arts,_culture_and_leisure
	Health_and_social_care
	Crime,_justice_and_rights
	Obtaining_fulltext_material

